LOUISE   DE   LA   VALLIERE
what a prodigy of virtue, what an example of gaiety, what a treasure to all who have the privilege of seeing her, of rejoicing in her conversation ; the more I think of her greatness of soul, of her constancy, her courage, her perseverance, and disdain of worldly things, the more do I recognise my inability to find fit terms to express my thoughts, and am reduced to silent admiration."
The quality which the Bishop lauded as a her gaiety" remained with the Queen to the last, a sense of humour, without which the finest character lacks something of human lovableness, and which, despite the hardest rubs of adverse fortune, made her able to enjoy a joke, to laugh heartily as she so often had cause to weep bitterly. " Her Majesty laughed to tears," we read sometimes in the Chaillot Journal, at some comic incident, some humorous contretemps in the ever increasing austerity of her daily life.
The next letter shows the Queen in intercourse with an illustrious penitent, Louise de la Valliere, " Sister Louise of Mercy." Chaillot had received her on her second flight from Court, and a tree in the garden was long pointed out under which Lauzun, sent by her royal lover with an armed force to bring her back to Versailles, found her kneeling before her crucifix. She had been a nun of the severe Carmelite order in the Rue St. Jacques some years before Mary Beatrice arrived in France, and the friendship between the exiled Queen and the august penitent must have been a touching one.
"Sr GERMAINS, 20 September 1704.
" At last I send you, dear Mother, the enclosed note for Sister Louise of Mercy. . . I am ashamed to have deferred it so long, but if you knew to what an extent I have been overwhelmed and tormented since I left you, you would pity me. I have just finished a business which has troubled me greatly [probably Lord Lovat's]; God grant it is really at an end, but as soon as one thing is done with, another still more difficult and disagreeable comes upon me. Pray to God to give me the virtues of patience and prudence to a degree proportionate to the extreme need I have of them."
The Princess Louise Marie was in her fourteenth year when, 8 January 1705, she made her first appearance at a ball at
1.704re,
